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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 7/13/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In claims 1, 15, 38 and 46, Applicant, in the Remarks, page 18, argues that Kung et al. 
fails to disclose communicating status information from a first call manager to a second call 
manager in response to a change in which call manager of the plurality of call managers control a 
device. 

Examiner relies on Kung et al. which discloses when a new call wishes to join into an 
existing conference (step 1301 ; fig. 13; col.36, lines 15-20) and the current call manager 218 (a 
first call manager), after polling its conference servers for available resource ( steps 1307, 1308 
Fig. 13; col.36, lines 30-43), and defines that its servers do not have enough resources to provide 
the new call. The servers do not have enough resources because they are overloaded ( col.36, 
lines 10-15) ( the overloaded resource in the first call manager 218 is considered "a change") . 
The call manager 2 1 8 communicates with other call managers 2 1 8 in other Ip domains (step 
1315; col.36, lines 42-47) requesting available resource for the new call (see col. 36, lines 45-55; 
communicating status information from a first call manager to a second call manager in response 
to a change of a call manager controlling a device). 

Examiner believes that in Kung et al., the communications between call managers is 
made ( see fig. 13, steps 1315; 1325; col.36, lines 40-60); and the communications is made in 
response to resource in the first call manager 218 is overloaded and unable to provide services 
to the new call. 
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In claim 29, Applicant argues that in Kung et al., the call manager does not discloses a 
digit analysis module storing compositer registration information associated with the devices. 
As shown in the Office action, Kung et al. discloses a digit analysis module storing registration 
information (see fig. 1 1 col.34, lines 15-30; the call manager 218 receives dialed digit (step 
1101), determines whether the dialed digit indicate a conference call ( step 1 103); and if the 
dialed digit indicates the valid conference call or it is authorized to enter the conference (step 
1 107). Even though the call manager of Kung et al. does not explicitly disclose a digit analysis 
module storing registration information, but the processes/steps performed by the call manager 
implies that the call manager prestores registered digits which is used to compare with the dialed 
digit and determine whether the dialed digit is valid/authorized to participate into the 
conference. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art configure a digit 
analysis module in the call manager of Kung et al. in order to store registration information 
associated with the devices. The motivation is control calls in the conference by sharing network 
resources between the call mangers in response to a change occurs in one of the call manager 
controlling the devices. 

Claims 8-14 are allowed over prior art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
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has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1, 2-7, 15-53 are rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated by Kung et 
al. (US pat. No. 6,671,262 Bl). 

In claims 1, 15, 38 and 46, as explained by applicant in the previous response filed on 
7/13/07, the "call manager of the plurality call managers controls a device" is refered to either " 
a first call manager control a device" or " a second call manager controls a device" or " any 
other call manager". Therefore, examiner interpretes broadly the meaning of " call manager 
controls a device" as either the first call manager or the second call manager that controls a 
device. 

Kung et al. discloses, in fig.l, a plurality of IP central station 200 ( col.5, lines 1-5). 
Each Ip central station 200 (as shown in Fig. 2), includes a call manger 218 which is coupled to 
IP network 120 (see col.6, line 63 to col.7, line 1 ; a first call manager and a second call manager 
are coupled in a packet based network).The call manager includes a storage listing number of 
subscribers, verifies identity of the calling subscribers and authenticates whether a call is 
authorized (storing registration information associated with devices). See col. 10, lines 25-35 and 
lines 55-65. 
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One of functions of the call manager 218 is to provide call setup, call state maintenance, 
teardown, call processing such as voice over Ip for a user (see col. 9, lines 10-50 and col. 10, 
lines 10-25; a call manger controls a device). In response to a new call wishes to join into an 
existing conference (step 1301; fig. 13; col.36, lines 15-20) and the current call manager 218, 
after polling its conference servers for available resource ( step 1307, Fig. 13; col.36, lines 30- 
43), defines that its servers does not have enough resources to provide the new call because the 
servers are overloaded ( col.36, lines 10-15; a change occurs in a call manager) . The call 
manager 218 communicates with other call managers 218 in other Ip domains (step 1315; 
col.36, lines 42-47) requesting available resource for the new call (see col. 36, lines 45-55; 
communicating status information from a first call manager to a second call manager in response 
to a change of a call manager controlling a device). Therefore, At step 1327, fig. 13, the new call 
manager 218 updates the new calling subscriber to the conference call (updating registration 
information by the second call manager in response to receiving the status information). See 
col.36, lines 55-60. 

For more information, the call manager 218 further comprises one or more databasees 
including resources that are connected to the broadband network 1 (fig. 1) and their current states 
(col. 10, lines 55-65). 

Claims 2-7, 16-28, 39-45 and 47-53 depend on claims 1, 15, 38 and 46. Therefore, they 
are rejected under claims 1, 15, 38 and 46 as well. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 29-37 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kung et al. 
(US pat. No. 6,671,262 Bl). 

In claim 29, Kung et al. ('262) discloses one or more devices controlling one or mores 
devices coupled to the packet base network ( see claim 1 ; call manager 218 supports call setup, 
call teardown, maintains call states, call state change in response to a new call is established; 
col.9, lines 40-45 and col. 10, lines 10-20); a digit analysis module storing registration 
information (see fig. l 1 col.34, lines 15-30; the call manager 218 receives dialed digit (step 
1101), determines whether the dialed digit indicate a conference call ( step 1 103); and if the 
dialed digit indicates the valid conference call or it is authorized to enter the conference (step 
1 107). Even though the call manager of Kung et al. does not explicitly disclose a digit analysis 
module storing registration information, but the processes/steps performed by the call manager 
implies that the call manager prestores registered digits which is used to compare with the dialed 
digit and determine whether the dialed digit is valid/authorized to participate into the 
conference. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art configure a digit 
analysis module in the call manager of Kung et al. in order to store registration information 
associated with the devices. The motivation is control calls in the conference by sharing network 
resources between the call mangers in response to a change occurs in one of the call manager 
controlling the devices. 
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Kung further discloses in response to a change in the control status of a device controlled 
by the first call manager ( see fig, 13, step 1301 ; when a new call is added to a conference call 
controlled by accall manager 218), the first call manager operable to communicate status 
information from the digit analysis module to a second call manager (see claim 1, col.36, lines 
30-55; the call manager 218 communicates to other call manager 218s (step 1315) requesting 
resources for the new call). 

Claims 30-37 depend on claim 29. Therefore, they are rejected under claim 29 as well. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hanh Nguyen whose telephone number is 703 306-5445. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8AM to 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Field , can be reached on 571 272 2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 272 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Hanh Nguyen 

HANH NGUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




